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Elam of its traditional friendship for Merodach-bal-
adan and the Chaldeans in general is very difficult
to understand. Up to this time the Elamites had
always aided every movement of the Chaldeans
against the Assyrians. There happened also a lit-
tle later, in 674, another strange manifestation of
a new policy among these same Elamites. While
Esarhaddon was elsewhere engaged the Elamites
surged down into Babylonia, and, murdering and
plundering as they went, reached as far as the city
of Sippar. The Babylonian Chronicle records this
raid,1 but does not utter a word concerning any
retaliation on the part of the Assyrians.

"While Esarhaddon was carrying on the rebuild-
ing of Babylon, and the population was returning
which had been scattered, he found occasion for a
small passage at arms with the Chaldean tribe of
Bit-Dakkuri, which had gained sudden wealth
through the destruction wrought by Sennacherib.
When the Babylonians had been driven away by
Sennacherib from the territory about Babylon and
Borsippa these Chaldeans had promptly taken
possession. As the selfsame people were now re-
turning whom Sennacherib had thus dispossessed,
Esarhaddon determined to drive out the settlers.
He deposed their king, Shamash-ibni, and set over
them Nabu-usallim, a son of a certain Balasu men-
tioned by Tiglathpileser III.8 When they had

1 Babylonian Chronicle, iv, 9,10
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iu, 30-27.